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The roles, the pay, and the credential. A complete map of agentic-Al job titles,
2026 salary bands, hiring trends, and how the GSDC Agentic Al Expert
certification gets you hired into senior, lead, and principal roles.
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GSDC

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

THE OPPORTUNITY

WHY NOW

The Job Market

A job market built for agent-builders

In 2026, enterprises and frontier labs are posting job titles that did not exist two
years ago. The umbrella is agentic Al — systems that plan, call tools, take

actions, and complete multi-step work autonomously. The shortage is acute, and

pay reflects it.

$136,810 $94.5K-$208K

Avg. US agentic-Al pay Typical US range

What's driving demand
Agents now act, not just answer
Every sector is piloting autonomous workflows

Governance & safety roles opening fast

Acute shortage of proven, hands-on talent

$80-$200 Remote

Freelance per hour Global hiring common

Who's hiring aggressively

Frontier Al labs & model platforms
Enterprise Al platform teams
Consulting & systems integrators

Vertical Al startups (finance, health, legal)

Market figures: ZipRecruiter (2026) US agentic-Al salary data and industry hiring reports. Indicative; vary by employer, location, experience and equity.
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GSDC

MARKET INTELLIGENCE

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Salary Guide
SALARY GUIDE
What agentic Al pays in 2026
US compensation distribution for agentic-Al roles, plus indicative ranges for
India and Europe. Expert-level certification and multi-agent specialisation push
you toward the upper percentiles.
US percentile Annual base (US$) What it maps to
25th percentile $94,500 Early agentic-Al engineer
Median (avg) $136,810 Mid-level agentic-Al engineer
75th percentile $208,000 Senior / lead engineer
90th percentile $233,500 Principal / architect track
Top observed $241,500+ Frontier-lab senior IC
© @
India (indicative) Europe (indicative) Equity uplift
X14-90 L+ depending on level; architect €65k—€200k+ base; highest in UK, Growth-stage roles add meaningful

& principal roles at the top of the band.

DACH and Nordic Al hubs.

equity on top of base — often $40k—
$120k+.

Source: ZipRecruiter US agentic-Al salary data (2026) and published 2026 industry salary guides. Figures indicative for planning, not a guarantee of earnings.
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GSDC SALARY GUIDE

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Pay by Experience

SALARY GUIDE

How pay scales with experience

Indicative 2026 US base bands by seniority. Total compensation rises sharply at
the senior IC and principal levels once equity is included.

Seniority Base (USS$) Total comp w/ equity
Associate / early $110k-$160k $120k-$190k
Mid-level engineer $180k-$280k $220k—-$340k
Senior | lead $200k-$320k $300k—$520k
Principal / architect $250k-$450k $500k-$1.2M
Domain-pivot (e.g. law/health + Al) $150k-$240k $180k—-$320k

What moves you up the band Where the top comp sits

@ Shipped, demonstrable agent systems @ Senior ICs at frontier labs & big tech

@ Multi-agent orchestration & RAG depth @ Architect roles at Al platform teams

@ Governance & production-operations skills @ Leaders owning Al strategy & assurance

@ Aportfolio that proves real capability

50% OFF

Move up a band — certify at half off Claim 50% Off -

The skills that push you into the next salary band are exactly what
the Agentic Al Expert credential certifies. Enroll now at 50% off.
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GSDC ROLE-BY-ROLE PAY

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Principal Al Engineer

ROLE SPOTLIGHT 01

Principal Al Engineer

What you'll own

INDICATIVE 2026 US PAY Reference architecture for multi-agent platforms

$250 K—$450 K : Fault tolerance, scale & performance

Framework strategy: LangGraph, AutoGen, RAG

base - total comp $500K-$1.2M with equity at top tier

Engineering standards & technical mentorship

How the credential maps Typical profile

@ Modules 2, 5, 8 — architecture & operations @ 7-10+ years engineering experience
@ Module 4 — advanced LLM & frameworks @ Reports into Head of Al / CTO

@ Capstone — end-to-end system ownership @ Proof of shipped autonomous systems

Pay band reflects published 2026 senior-IC and principal ranges; varies by company stage, location and equity composition.
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GSDC ROLE-BY-ROLE PAY

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Al Solution Architect

ROLE SPOTLIGHT 02

Al Solution Architect

What you'll own

INDICATIVE 2026 US PAY @ Solution blueprints from business requirements
$185 K—$320 K @ Integration with data, 10T, edge & enterprise
base - plus $40K—$120K equity at growth-stage firms e Build-vs-buy & platform selection
@ Delivery roadmaps & stakeholder alignment
How the credential maps Typical profile
@ Modules 3 & 6 — integration & enterprise use cases @ 6-10 years across eng & delivery
@ Module 9 — scaling Al across the org @ Works with product, eng & executives
e Module 11 — low-code agent delivery @ Portfolio of deployed solutions

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Architect-track certification, open now Enroll Now -

Enrollment for the architect-ready cohort is open for a limited time.
Validate the exact skills these roles screen for.
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GSDC ROLE-BY-ROLE PAY

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL More Roles

ROLE-BY-ROLE PAY

More agentic-Al roles & pay

Beyond engineer and architect, the credential opens a spread of high-value
titles. Indicative 2026 US base ranges below.

Role Base (US$) Core focus

Agentic Al Engineer $150k-$220k Build & ship autonomous agents

Al Agent Architect $185k-$320k Design agent systems & patterns
Multi-Agent Systems Engineer $170k-$300k Coordination, protocols, orchestration
Al Platform | MLOps Engineer $160k-$260k Deployment, monitoring, reliability

Al Trainer (domain expert) $150k-$240k Domain + agent design + evals

Head of Al | CAIO $280k-$450k+ Strategy, portfolio & assurance

The 2026 hiring reality

The strongest hires combine domain understanding with demonstrated Al fluency — built agents, shipped automations, published evals. Pure
theory is no longer enough; a portfolio is the differentiator.

Sources: 2026 industry salary guides and job-market data. Indicative ranges; actual offers vary widely by stage, location and equity.
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GSDC EMERGING DEMAND

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Al Governance Roles

Al GOVERNANCE ROLES

The oversight career lane

As autonomous agents make real decisions, organisations are staffing oversight
functions fast. Module 7 maps directly to these roles — a high-leverage
specialisation with strong pay.

Role Base (US$) Core mandate
Al Governance Lead $165k-$240k Frameworks, policy & oversight
Responsible Al Officer $170k-$260k Ethics & accountability in delivery
Al Risk & Compliance Mgr $150k-$220k Regulatory mapping & audit
Al Ethics Specialist $140k-$210k Bias detection & mitigation
Chief Al Officer $300k+ Enterprise Al strategy & assurance
Why it's booming What Module 7 covers
@ Agents act without a human in the loop @ Governance frameworks & policy
@ Al regulation is tightening globally @ Bias detection & mitigation
@ Boards now demand Al assurance @ Compliance & accountability

48 HOURS ONLY

Step into governance — offer ends in 48 hours Secure My Seat -

This brochure unlocks a time-boxed enrollment offer valid for the
next 48 hours. Claim your seat before it closes.
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GSDC LABOUR MARKET

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Hiring Trends

HIRING TRENDS

What employers screen for in 2026

Recruitment is shifting from credentials-on-paper to proof-of-practice. Employers
increasingly want evidence you can build, ship, and govern agents.

©

Portfolio over pedigree Domain + Al Governance literacy
Built agents, shipped automations and The scarcest profile pairs domain Safety, bias and compliance skills are
published evals beat generic résumés. expertise with agent-design fluency. now table-stakes for senior roles.

Where the roles are

@ Remote-first — global hiring is common o Enterprise platforms — finance, health, manufacturing
@ Freelance — $80-$200/hr for specialists @ Consulting I SI — transformation delivery
@ Frontier labs — highest total comp @ Vertical startups — domain-pivot opportunities

Reflects 2026 job-market reporting on agentic-Al hiring, remote work and freelance rates.
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GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

CAREER ROADMAP

YOUR TRAJECTORY

Career Roadmap

From practitioner to Al leader

A typical progression path. The Expert certification is the inflection point
between hands-on engineering and strategic, higher-paid ownership.

Foundation (0-2 yrs)

Al/ML fundamentals, Python, data. Roles: ML Engineer, Data
Scientist.

Expert (4-7 yrs)k

Multi-agent architecture & governance. GSDC Agentic Al
Expert sits here.

Governance & Risk (parallel)

Al Governance Lead, Responsible Al Officer.

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Right for where you are on the roadmap

Related to your goals: professionals at the 4-7 year mark use this
credential to jump to the Expert tier. Start your enrollment.

Associate (2-4 yrs)
First agents, prompting, RAG. Roles: Agentic Al Developer.

Principal | Architect (7-10 yrs)

Own enterprise Al design & strategy.

Executive (10+ yrs)
Head of Al / Chief Al Officer.

Get Certified -
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GSDC CREDENTIAL MAPPING

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Job Titles

HOW IT MAPS

From credential to job title

How the Agentic Al Expert certification maps to senior, lead and principal titles
— and the modules that evidence each.

Target title Level Evidenced by

Senior Agentic Al Engineer Senior Modules 1-5 + labs 1-20

Lead / Staff Al Engineer Lead Modules 2,5,8 + capstone

Al Solution Architect Lead Modules 3,6,9,11 + capstone

Principal Al Engineer Principal Modules 4,5,8 + full capstone

Al Governance Lead Lead Module 7 + governance labs

Head of Al /| CAIO Executive Modules 9,10 + portfolio
Senior Lead Principal
Deep hands-on agent build & ship Owns design, integration & team Sets architecture & standards org-wide.
capability. direction.

Mapping is indicative; actual titles & levelling vary by employer.
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GSDC

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

FULL SYLLABUS

The 12-module curriculum

36+ hours of learning - 2 practice exams - daily live sessions - job-support
program.

Advanced Agentic Al Concepts & Foundations

Multi-agent systems & emergent behavior
Meta-learning & self-adaptive agents
Goal-directed decision-making

a Designing Scalable Agentic Al Architectures

Microservices for Al agents
Distributed orchestration & fault tolerance
High availability & scalability

a Integration with Emerging Technologies

10T for real-time sensing & action
Edge computing for latency & privacy
Blockchain & quantum applications

EXCLUSIVE OFFER

Master the full curriculum

Unlock an exclusive enroliment offer and learn the exact stack —

LangGraph, AutoGen, RAG and more — that hiring panels test for.

12-MODULE SYLLABUS

Modules 1-6

n Advanced LLMs & Framework Customization

Fine-tuning LLMs for domain tasks
Prompt engineering & RLHF
LangChain, LangGraph, AutoGen & RAG

a Multi-Agent Coordination & Protocols

Collaboration & consensus building
Secure communication protocols
Conflict resolution & negotiation

e Agentic Al in Enterprise Use Cases

Finance, healthcare, manufacturing
Government & public services
Sector-specific deployment patterns

Enroll Now -

GSDC - Agentic Al Careers & Salary
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GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

FULL SYLLABUS

12-MODULE SYLLABUS

Modules 7-12

Governance, scale, capstone

Governance, Compliance & Ethical Al Leadership

Governance frameworks & policy
Bias detection & mitigation
Regulation, compliance & accountability

a Operationalizing Agentic Al

Monitoring & alerting systems
Anomaly detection & fault diagnosis
Retraining, incident response & rollback

a Preparing Organizations at Scale

Al adoption & transformation roadmaps
Closing talent gaps & upskilling
Change management & stakeholders

Exam blueprint on the next page - portfolio activities on pages 15—

GSDC - Agentic Al Careers & Salary

Capstone: End-to-End Agentic Al Solution

Requirement analysis & design
Build & integrate multi-agent systems
Deploy, validate, document & present

Building Al Agents — No Coding Required

Drag-and-drop workflow design
Pretrained components & business rules
One-click deployment & monitoring

Personalized 1-1 & Daily Live Sessions

1-on-1 Trainer / SME connect
Daily expert-led live sessions
Global peer community & lifelong access

16.
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GSDC ASSESSMENT

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Exam Blueprint

EXAM BLUEPRINT

How you earn the credential

40 90 65% 5yr
Questions Minutes To Pass Validity
Parameter Detail
Exam questions 40 questions
Format Multiple choice
Duration 90 minutes
Passing score 65%
Language English
Open book No
Certification validity 5 years
Complimentary retake Yes — one free retake included
Indicative weighting How to prepare
@ Foundations & architecture — ~30% o Complete all 12 modules & 32 labs
o LLMs, frameworks & coordination — ~30% @ Sit both included practice exams
@ Enterprise use cases & operations — ~20% @ Use the GSDC Book of Knowledge
@ Governance, ethics & scale — ~20% @ Bring questions to SME sessions

HALF PRICE

Exam, practice tests & retake — at half price Start Prep -

Get the full assessment package, two practice exams and a free
retake, currently available at half price for new enrollees.
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GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

32 LEARN-BY-DOING PORTFOLIO ACTIVITIES

HANDS-ON

Portfolio 1-16

Build proof employers want — 1-16

Each lesson ships with a built-in, Al-powered challenge. These 32 artifacts

become your hiring portfolio. Activities 1-16 below.

1

13

15

Map a multi-agent system and its emergent behaviors.
Model goal-directed autonomy for a decision agent.
Architect microservices for an agent ecosystem.
Load-balance agents and optimise resources.
Connect loT sensors for real-time agent action.

Use blockchain for verifiable agent interactions.
Fine-tune an LLM for a domain-specific task.

Run an RLHF loop to align agent responses.

GSDC - Agentic Al Careers & Salary

10

12

14

16

Design a self-adaptive agent with a meta-learning loop.
Extract an agentic pattern from current research.

Add fault tolerance to a distributed agent cluster.
Design for high availability and horizontal scale.
Deploy an edge agent for latency & privacy.

Prototype a quantum-inspired optimisation routine.
Engineer prompts with robust context management.

Build a RAG workflow in LangChain / LangGraph.
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GSDC HANDS-ON

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Portfolio 17-32

32 LEARN-BY-DOING PORTFOLIO ACTIVITIES

Build proof employers want — 17-32

17 Customise AutoGen for a cooperative agent team. 18 Implement consensus across collaborating agents.
19 Build a negotiation protocol for competing agents. 20 Secure agent messaging with an efficient protocol.
21 Build a finance agent for fraud or risk detection. 22 Prototype a healthcare diagnostics support agent.
23 Automate a supply chain with predictive agents. 24 Design a public-service automation workflow.

25 Draft a governance framework for an agent system. 26 Run a bias audit and apply mitigation.

27 Map a compliance checklist to a regulation. 28 Stand up monitoring & alerting for live agents.

29 Detect anomalies and diagnose agent faults. 30 Plan aretraining & rollback strategy.

31 Build a no-code agent with drag-and-drop tooling. 32 Draft an adoption roadmap for org-wide scaling.

RISK-FREE OFFER

Build all 32 — with a 7-day money-back guarantee Enroll Risk-Free -

Try the full program risk-free. If it isn't right within 7 days, get a full
refund. Start building your hiring portfolio today.
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GSDC FROM LABS TO OFFERS

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Portfolio - Role

LAND THE ROLE

Turn your portfolio into offers

In 2026, a demonstrable portfolio is the single strongest hiring signal. Here's
how your 32 artifacts plus the capstone become interview proof.

(=)

Show, don't tell Map to the role
Walk interviewers through working agents you built — Pick the labs that match the title: orchestration for engineer,
architecture, trade-offs and results. governance for oversight roles.

Lead with the capstone Quantify impact
An end-to-end, governed solution signals principal- and Pair each artifact with metrics — latency cut, accuracy gained,
architect-level readiness. risk reduced.

Plus: job-support program

Enrollment includes a job-support program alongside the capstone — helping you position your portfolio for senior, lead and principal openings.
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GSDC ENROLLMENT VALUE

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL What's Included

WHAT YOU GET

Everything in your enrollment

A complete, career-ready package built to get you hired — content, mentorship,
assessment and job support.

Self-paced expert-led videos GSDC Studio — daily live sessions
Full tutorial library across all 12 modules, lifetime access. 100+ live monthly sessions with global Al experts.
1-on-1 SME connect GSDC Book of Knowledge

Personal trainer / SME sessions to resolve any query. Structured study material aligned to the exam.
Exam + free retake & practice Capstone + job support

Certification exam with a complimentary retake. Portfolio capstone plus a job-support program.

Plus — GSDC membership included

Enroliment includes complimentary GSDC membership and access to the certified-professional community and resource library.

GSDC - Agentic Al Careers & Salary gsdcouncil.org/agentic-ai-expert-jobs


https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-expert-jobs
https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-expert-jobs

GSDC TRUST & RECOGNITION

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Certification

THE CREDENTIAL

Recognized. Guaranteed.

A globally recognized credential, valid for five years, trusted by professionals
across leading enterprises — backed by a money-back guarantee.

Globally recognized 5-year validity Verifiable badge
Trusted by 2,50,000+ professionals Stays valid for five years from issue. Shareable digital badge for LinkedIn.
worldwide.

DAY 7-day, 100% money-back guarantee
BACK If within 7 days you feel you haven't gained the skills you're looking for, you're covered by a full 100% money-back guarantee.

(See refund policy for terms.)

Where GSDC-certified professionals work

Oracle Amazon Microsoft Cisco HP Deloitte Bank of America Volkswagen

Logos denote organisations where certified professionals work; not an endorsement.
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GSDC TAKE THE NEXT STEP

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL Enroll Today

YOUR NEXT MOVE

Get hired into the agentic-Al era

You've seen the salaries, the roles, the title mapping and the portfolio. The
market rewards those who move early and can prove it. Take your place among
the certified.

8+ job titles 32 labs + capstone Job support
Senior, lead & principal roles mapped. A portfolio that proves real capability. Capstone, mentorship & a job-support
program.

FINAL CALL

Claim your seat in the current cohort Enroll Now -

This is your last prompt in this brochure — enroll now to lock in your
place, your mentorship and your offer before the cohort fills.

Get in touch
Web Email WhatsApp
gsdcouncil.org accreditations@gsdcouncil.org +1 251-333-1717

Offices: Lewes, Delaware (USA) - Glattbrugg (Switzerland) - Singapore. © 2025 GSDCouncil. All rights reserved.
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