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The 2026 Agentic Al
Developer Jobs & Salary Report

Salary guide - Career roadmap - Al governance roles - Hiring trends. A practical map of live agentic Al
roles, real pay bands, and the skills recruiters actually screen for — with the certification that gets you
hired.

What’s inside

* Role-by-role pay: agentic ai developer salary, ai agent developer salary & more
 The full roles map: ai agent developer jobs, [Im developer jobs, ai engineer jobs
» 2026 salary bands by level and region (Glassdoor data)

* Which builds to feature for ai agent developer jobs & ai engineer jobs

* Aresume + interview checklist for agentic Al roles

* Al governance roles and 2026 hiring trends

Published by the Global Skill Development Council (GSDC) — a vendor-neutral certification body trusted by 2,50,000+
professionals across 100+ countries. Salary figures: Glassdoor, United States, 2026.
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The 2026 agentic Al hiring landscape

Demand has shifted from “can you prompt an LLM?” to “can you ship an autonomous agent?” Employers
want engineers who design multi-agent workflows, wire up tool calling, manage memory, and deploy agents
safely to production. That is a narrow, well-paid specialism — and the talent pool hasn’t caught up with the
postings.

$147K $239K 100+
median US pay, agentic Al engineers top-of-range for senior / principal roles countries recognising the GSDC
(Glassdoor, 2026) credential

This report maps the roles, the pay and the hiring bar — then shows how a certified, portfolio-backed
candidate clears it. If you're targeting agentic ai developer jobs or ai engineer jobs in 2026, start here.
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02 - THE ROLES MAP
The titles this credential unlocks

One skill set, a cluster of high-demand titles. These are the search terms recruiters and job boards use:

Agentic Al | Al Agent Developer LLM Developer

agentic ai developer jobs & ai agent developer jobs lIm developer jobs — RAG, prompting, fine-tuning
LangChain Developer Al Engineer

langchain developer jobs — chains & orchestration ai engineer jobs — the largest hiring pool
Python Al Developer Al Application Developer

python ai developer jobs — services & APls ai application developer jobs — productised Al

Adjacent titles you'll also match: Al software engineer, machine-learning engineer, Al automation engineer and intelligent-
agent developer.

Qualify for these roles — See the certification that maps to them -

The 2026 Agentic Al Developer Jobs & Salary Report Agentic Al Developer Jobs - gsdcouncil.org —


https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-developer-jobs
https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-developer-jobs

GSDC

Global Skill Development Council

Al Agent Developer | Agentic Al Engineer

What you do: design and ship autonomous, tool-using agents and multi-agent systems — the core of agentic
ai developer jobs and ai agent developer jobs.

Typical responsibilities

\27BUild tool-calling agents using the ReAct pattern
\27Dkrchestrate multi-agent workflows (planner / worker / reviewer)
\27286d memory and retrieval with vector stores

\27DEeploy, monitor and harden agents in production

Pay (US, 2026)
Typical range $115K - $191K; median around $147K; top earners near $239K (Glassdoor, 2026).

What recruiters screen for

Demonstrable builds, framework fluency (LangChain / LangGraph / AutoGen / CrewAl), and production
experience — not just course completion.

The 2026 Agentic Al Developer Jobs & Salary Report Agentic Al Developer Jobs - gsdcouncil.org —


https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-developer-jobs

GSDC

Global Skill Development Council

LLM Developer & LangChain Developer

LLM Developer. Owns LLM-powered features end to end — RAG pipelines, prompting, evaluation and fine-
tuning. The heart of llm developer jobs.

Pay (US, 2026): typically $130K - $180K (Glassdoor).

LangChain Developer. Specialises in LangChain / LangGraph pipelines and agent orchestration — in
demand for langchain developer jobs.

Pay (US, 2026): typically $120K - $170K (Glassdoor).

How to stand out
\27Bhow a working RAG agent with a real data source
\27DEmonstrate evaluation & guardrails, not just a demo

\27Rublish clean, documented code recruiters can read

[ Get LLM & LangChain job-ready — Enrol in the current intake — J
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Al Engineer, Python Al & Al Application Developer

Al Engineer. The broadest pool — ships Al to production across the stack. ai engineer jobs span data,
modelling and deployment.

Pay (US, 2026): base typically $140K - $185K; Al developer roles average around $159K (Glassdoor).

Python Al Developer. Builds Python Al services, APIs and integrations — python ai developer jobs. Typical
range $120K - $180K.

Al Application Developer. Productises Al features into apps — ai application developer jobs. Typical range
$122K - $185K.

Ranges are indicative US estimates (Glassdoor, 2026) and vary by employer, stack and location.
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03 - GOVERNANCE & SAFETY
Al governance roles on the rise

As agents take real actions, organisations are hiring people who keep them safe, compliant and accountable.
These roles increasingly sit alongside core development jobs:

\271M Safety | Guardrails Engineer — red-teaming, prompt-injection defence, fallbacks
\2714 Governance Specialist — policy, traceability, human-in-the-loop oversight
\27Responsible Al Engineer — bias, privacy / Pll detection, audit logging

\2714 Compliance | Risk Analyst — aligning agent systems to standards & regulation

Developers who understand both building and governance are especially valuable — and the certification’s
security, safety and ethics module is built for exactly this.

{ Add governance-ready skills — Save 50% on the certification - }
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2026 salary bands by experience

US pay for agentic Al / Al agent roles, by level. Estimates from Glassdoor (United States, 2026).

Level Experience Typical US range
Entry 0-2 yrs $108K — $140K
Mid 2-5yrs $130K — $165K
Senior 5-8 yrs $170K — $200K
Lead / Principal 8+ yrs $200K — $239K+

Median for agentic Al / Al agent engineers sits around $147K, with top earners near $239K (Glassdoor, US, 2026).

The 2026 Agentic Al Developer Jobs & Salary Report Agentic Al Developer Jobs - gsdcouncil.org —


https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-developer-jobs

GSDC

Global Skill Development Council

04 - ROLE-BY-ROLE PAY

Pay by role (US, 2026)

200] [ Keyword Typical range
Agentic Al Developer agentic ai developer salary ~$147K (median)
Al Agent Developer ai agent developer salary $115K — $191K
LLM Developer lIm developer salary $130K — $180K
LangChain Developer langchain developer salary $120K — $170K
Al Application Developer ai application developer salary $122K — $185K
Python Al Developer python ai developer salary $120K — $180K

Move toward the upper bands — Your 50% offer expires soon -
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04 - PAY BY REGION

Location & remote adjustments

Location Adjustment vs national

High-cost metro (SF, NYC) +15% to +25%

Other major tech hubs +5% to +15%

National average baseline

Remote (US) roughly national, sometimes slightly below metro

Total compensation often adds equity and bonus on top of base — especially at senior levels and in well-
funded Al teams.

Source: Glassdoor (United States, 2026). Figures are indicative, not guarantees.
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04 - THE PAYOFF

What moves you up the pay curve

\27R¥oduction, not prototypes. Deployment, observability and reliability separate mid from senior.
\27Multi-agent depth. Orchestration, delegation and consensus command premium pay.
\27Tlovernance fluency. Safety and compliance skills are increasingly rewarded.
\27DEemonstrable portfolio. 34 real builds beat a list of buzzwords every time.

A credential alone is not a raise. Paired with a portfolio, it's leverage — proof that moves an offer from the
25th toward the 75th percentile.

[ Build the proof employers pay for — Certify your skills at 50% off - ]
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05 - HIRING TRENDS

2026 hiring trends

\27Xgentic over generative. Postings ask for autonomous, tool-using agents — not just chat completions.
\27R¥oduction matters. Deployment, observability and reliability appear next to model skills.
\27Rbrtfolios beat buzzwords. Demonstrable builds and ai agent code examples carry the most weight.
\27Tlovernance is mainstream. Safety, guardrails and compliance are moving to “required”.

\27Ftamework fluency. LangChain, LangGraph, AutoGen, CrewAl and Semantic Kernel are named in
specs.
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05 - THE HIRING BAR

Skills recruiters screen for

Frameworks
LangChain, LangGraph, AutoGen,

CrewAl, Semantic Kernel

Production
Testing, debugging, deployment,

observability

Core patterns
Function calling, ReAct, tool-calling

agents

Safety
Guardrails, red-teaming, human-in-

the-loop

Memory & data
Vector stores, RAG, context

management

Languages

Python first; APIs and services

The certification is built around exactly this checklist — so what you learn lines up with what you'’re screened

on.

Match the recruiter checklist — See the skills the program covers -
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06 - PORTFOLIO STRATEGY

Which builds to feature, by role

Target role Feature these builds

Al Agent Developer Multi-agent systems; coordinated agent roles; autonomous use cases
LLM Developer Data-aware agents; RAG; LangChain + knowledge graphs

Al Engineer Enterprise coding copilot; monitoring & incident resolution
Governance / Safety Pl detection; data governance; architecture review

The certification includes 34 Learn-by-Doing builds across Creating Al Agents, Prompt Engineering and
Enterprise Al Copilots — pick the three that map to your target role and lead with them.
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06 - PORTFOLIO STRATEGY

How to present your 34 builds

\27RIn 3-5 strongest builds to the top of your GitHub and CV
\27Ebr each: problem - approach - frameworks used — outcome
\2714clude a short README and a 60-second demo clip or GIF
\27Bhow evaluation / guardrails, not just a happy-path demo
\2714nk the capstones (voice agent, full-stack chatbot) prominently

A focused, well-documented portfolio is the single biggest signal in agentic ai developer jobs and ai engineer
jobs.

{ Build a portfolio that converts — Start the program this week — J
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07 - RESUME CHECKLIST

Resume checklist for agentic Al roles

\27Headline your target title (e.g. “Agentic Al / Al Agent Developer”)

\2714st frameworks by name: LangChain, LangGraph, AutoGen, CrewAl, Semantic Kernel
\27Tduantify outcomes (latency, accuracy, cost, time saved)

\2714nk your portfolio and the strongest 3 builds up top

\27NBme the credential: Certified Agentic Al Developer (GSDC)

\27Mirror the job-spec keywords: tool calling, RAG, multi-agent, deployment

\27Xkep it to one or two pages; lead with impact, not tasks

Tip: tailor the framework list and featured builds to each posting.
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08 - INTERVIEW CHECKLIST

Interview prep for agentic Al roles

Be ready to explain

\27T4e ReAct pattern and when tool-calling agents beat a single prompt
\27Hbw you design multi-agent roles, delegation and conflict resolution
\27¥bur memory strategy: context windows vs vector store retrieval
\27Hbw you test, debug and observe agents in production

\27Hbw you guard against prompt injection and handle failures

Be ready to show

Walk through one build end-to-end: the problem, your architecture, the frameworks, what broke, and how you

fixed it. Concrete beats theoretical every time.
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09 - CAREER ROADMAP

From first role to lead

ENTRY - 0-2 YRS
» Ship tool-calling agents; learn one framework deeply

« Build a portfolio; target ai agent developer jobs & ai engineer jobs

MID - 2-5 YRS
* Own multi-agent systems and RAG; deploy to production
« Add evaluation, observability and cost awareness

SENIOR | LEAD - 5+ YRS
 Architect agent platforms; set patterns and governance

* Mentor teams; command the upper salary bands

A focused 90-day plan can take a motivated developer from foundations to a certified, portfolio-ready candidate.
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10 - WHY THE CERTIFICATION
How the credential gets you hired

The GSDC Agentic Al Developer Certification is a hands-on, vendor-neutral credential that proves you can
build autonomous systems — backed by 34 demoable builds and capstones recruiters can verify.

\27142 modules covering frameworks, memory, deployment, safety
\273B4 Learn-by-Doing builds = an instant portfolio

\27T2Bpstones: voice agent + full-stack agentic chatbot

\27Déb support: resume, LinkedIn and interview prep

\27DAily live sessions and 1-on-1 SME mentoring

2,50,000+ 4.4% 100+

professionals certified Trustpilot countries

The 2026 Agentic Al Developer Jobs & Salary Report Agentic Al Developer Jobs - gsdcouncil.org —


https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/agentic-ai-developer-jobs

GSDC

Global Skill Development Council

Land your 2026 agentic Al role

You now have the roles, the pay, the hiring bar and the portfolio & interview playbook. The fastest path to
standing out is a recognised credential plus demonstrable builds — exactly what the certification delivers.

\27142 modules - 34 hands-on builds - capstones
\271&b support, daily live sessions & mentoring

\2713lobally recognised - 7-day money-back guarantee

Get certified and get hired — Claim your 50% offer now -

Offer is time-limited. Visit the program page for the current intake.
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