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THE USA HIRING REPORT · 2026

USA Prompt Engineering Hiring
Report
4,200+ prompt-engineering jobs mapped across 9 role variants — with salary bands,
top employer profiles, remote share, required skills and interview-question patterns.
Plus the full CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer module map for each role.

Inside the report

✓  9-role taxonomy · job counts ✓  Salary bands · Glassdoor May 2026

✓  Top 30 employer profiles ✓  Remote share by track

✓  17-module CPE syllabus reference ✓  50+ interview question bank

4,200+
USA jobs

Across 9 roles

30
Employers

Profiled inside

58%
Remote share

Of mapped roles

Credential: CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer · Issued by Global Skill Development Council · Recognized in 100+ countries.

Page one carries no calls-to-action by design. The job map begins on page two.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs


GSDC
Global Skill Development Council

CPE · USA Hiring Report 2026

4,200+ jobs · 9 roles · 30 employers · 17 modules

© GSDC · Global Skill Development Council  ·  Recognized in 100+ countries
Read more: gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs

Page 2 of 28
USA Hiring Report · 2026

READING GUIDE

How to read this hiring report

Five blocks. Start with the job map (page 3) to see which of the 9 role variants fits you best.
Then trace your salary band, employer set, and required-skills page.

Block Pages What you'll find

1 · The 9-role taxonomy 3–4 4,200+ jobs split across 9 role variants. Bar chart + role definitions.

2 · Salary bands per track 5–7
Glassdoor May 2026 framing. 4 tracks. Entry/mid/senior bands. Remote
vs on-site.

3 · Top 30 employer profiles 8–11
Frontier-AI · big tech · consulting · banks · SaaS · agencies. 30 firms
profiled.

4 · Required skills & ATS
keywords

12–13 Top 25 skills per track. Resume keyword list. ATS-tested phrases.

5 · Interview question bank 14–17 50+ items across screen · technical · behavioural · case-study.

6 · 17-module CPE syllabus 18–21 Module list + role-to-module mapping. Sample exam + certificate.

7 · Pitfalls, FAQ & closer 22–28 Common hiring pitfalls, FAQ, getting started, enrollment.

Methodology note: the 4,200+ figure aggregates active USA prompt-engineering postings as of May 2026 across the 9 role
variants below. Sourced from public job boards and Glassdoor. Use the bands directionally — actual offers depend on city,
employer tier, and total-comp mix.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs


GSDC
Global Skill Development Council

CPE · USA Hiring Report 2026

4,200+ jobs · 9 roles · 30 employers · 17 modules

© GSDC · Global Skill Development Council  ·  Recognized in 100+ countries
Read more: gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs

Page 3 of 28
USA Hiring Report · 2026

ROLE MAP

The 9-role taxonomy · 4,200+ USA jobs

Prompt engineering hiring in 2026 splits across 9 role variants. The chart below shows active
USA postings as of May 2026, ranked from highest to lowest demand.

ROLE VARIANT ROLE DEMAND JOBS

Prompt Engineer 980

AI Content Strategist 680

LLM Developer 620

AI Copywriter 540

Conversational AI Designer 420

AI Automation Specialist 380

ChatGPT Specialist 260

AI Trainer 210

AI Writing Specialist 190

Total mapped: 4,280 active USA postings (May 2026). Demand is spread across engineering-leaning
roles (blue), content-leaning (purple), design / training (teal), and automation / ops (orange).

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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ROLE DEFINITIONS

What each role actually does

Quick definitions so you can self-locate. The role with the closest fit to your background is the
one to anchor against — that's your target band on pages 5–7 and your skill list on page 12.

# Role Coding? What you'll be hired to do

1 Prompt Engineer Light
Author and version prompts; design eval sets; run prompt
experiments and ship winners.

2 AI Content Strategist No
Plan AI-assisted content programs; brief writers; oversee disclosure
and quality.

3 LLM Developer Yes
Build LLM-backed applications — chat, RAG, copilots, internal tools,
code-assist.

4 AI Copywriter No
Write LLM-assisted marketing, email, social, ad copy with quality
review.

5 Conversational AI Designer Light
Design chat flows, persona, fallback paths, and voice for AI-powered
conversations.

6 AI Automation Specialist Light
Wire LLM nodes into automation tools (Zapier, Make, n8n) for
business workflows.

7 ChatGPT Specialist No
Drive ChatGPT-native productivity inside a team; train colleagues;
ship templates.

8 AI Trainer No
Run human-in-the-loop annotation, red-teaming, and
reinforcement-style training.

9 AI Writing Specialist No
Long-form AI-assisted writing — reports, books, technical docs,
knowledge bases.

6 of the 9 roles don't require coding. Prompt engineering is one of the most accessible specialisms in the
2026 AI hiring market — especially for writers, designers, marketers, ops people and trainers.

[50% OFF]RELATED · NEXT STEP

The credential behind these 4,200+ jobs
Every role in this report screens for CPE-level skills. Enroll while the half-price window is open.

Enroll & Save 50% → Tap anywhere on this card →

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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SALARY · TRACKS 1-2

Salary bands · engineering & content tracks

Glassdoor May 2026 framing. USA annual base salary bands across Entry, Mid and Senior
tiers. Major-metro base — excludes bonus, equity and sign-on. NYC / SF Bay sits 20–30%
higher.

Track 1 · Engineering-leaning roles

Role Entry (0–2 yrs) Mid (3–5 yrs) Senior (5–8 yrs) Remote share

Prompt Engineer USD 95–135k USD 140–195k USD 180–250k 62%

LLM Developer USD 110–150k USD 150–215k USD 195–275k 55%

ChatGPT Specialist USD 70–100k USD 95–135k USD 125–170k 70%

Track 2 · Content / writing-leaning roles

Role Entry (0–2 yrs) Mid (3–5 yrs) Senior (5–8 yrs) Remote share

AI Content Strategist USD 75–105k USD 100–140k USD 130–180k 65%

AI Copywriter USD 60–85k USD 80–115k USD 105–150k 72%

AI Writing Specialist USD 65–90k USD 85–120k USD 110–155k 68%

The pattern: engineering-track roles command higher base salaries; content-track roles offer higher remote
share. CPE moves both tracks forward — the credential signals prompt-craft seriousness across role types.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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SALARY · TRACKS 3-4

Salary bands · design & ops tracks

Tracks 3 and 4 close the salary view. Conversational AI Designer and AI Trainer roles sit at the
design end; automation / ChatGPT roles sit at the operations end.

Track 3 · Designer / trainer roles

Role Entry (0–2 yrs) Mid (3–5 yrs) Senior (5–8 yrs) Remote share

Conversational AI
Designer

USD 80–115k USD 105–150k USD 135–185k 60%

AI Trainer USD 55–80k USD 75–110k USD 100–145k 78%

Track 4 · Automation / ops roles

Role Entry (0–2 yrs) Mid (3–5 yrs) Senior (5–8 yrs) Remote share

AI Automation Specialist USD 70–100k USD 95–135k USD 120–170k 75%

Where the spreads widen

● Senior tier · all tracks: 20–30% premium at NYC / SF Bay / Seattle on the base; equity adds another
15–25%.

● Remote-first employers: bands typically track home city, not employer HQ.

● Contract / freelance: day rates sit at USD 400–1,500 across tracks, depending on deliverable risk.

● Recession-resistant: AI Trainer + AI Automation Specialist hold demand best when budgets tighten.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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WORK MODE

Remote vs hybrid vs on-site · across all 9 roles

Prompt-engineering roles are the most remote-friendly specialism in AI hiring in 2026. The
table below shows work-mode share across the 9 role variants.

Role Fully remote Hybrid On-site

Prompt Engineer 44% 38% 18%

AI Content Strategist 48% 35% 17%

LLM Developer 35% 44% 21%

AI Copywriter 56% 30% 14%

Conversational AI Designer 40% 40% 20%

AI Automation Specialist 60% 28% 12%

ChatGPT Specialist 52% 32% 16%

AI Trainer 65% 23% 12%

AI Writing Specialist 54% 30% 16%

WEIGHTED AVERAGE 48% 34% 18%

Reading the work-mode data

● AI Trainer (65% remote) is the most remote-friendly role in the data — these jobs run on annotation
platforms, not in offices.

● AI Automation Specialist (60% remote) follows close behind; the work happens inside automation tools.

● LLM Developer (35% remote) sees more hybrid expectations — closer to a software engineering pattern.

● Combined remote + hybrid = 82% across all 9 roles. On-site-only is the minority mode in 2026.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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TOP EMPLOYERS · 1/4

Top employers · frontier-AI & big tech

The 30 employer profiles are split across 4 segments. This page covers segment 1: frontier-AI
and big-tech firms hiring prompt-engineering roles in 2026.

# Employer Segment Roles they hire (CPE-track names)

1 OpenAI Frontier-AI Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer · AI Trainer

2 Anthropic Frontier-AI Prompt Engineer · AI Trainer · Conv. AI Designer

3 Google DeepMind Frontier-AI LLM Developer · Prompt Engineer

4 xAI Frontier-AI Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer

5 Mistral AI Frontier-AI Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer

6 Cohere Frontier-AI LLM Developer · AI Trainer

7 Microsoft Big-tech Prompt Engineer · Conv. AI Designer · LLM Developer

8 Google Big-tech Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer · Conv. AI Designer

9 Amazon (AWS) Big-tech LLM Developer · AI Automation Specialist

10 Meta Big-tech Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer · AI Trainer

11 Apple Big-tech Conv. AI Designer · Prompt Engineer

12 NVIDIA Big-tech LLM Developer · AI Automation Specialist

[LIMITED TIME]LIMITED-TIME OFFER

The half-price window is open — for now
The current enrollment bracket sits inside a limited-time discount window. Lock in your seat before it closes for the quarter.

Reserve My Seat → Tap anywhere on this card →

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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TOP EMPLOYERS · 2/4

Top employers · consulting, banks & fintech

Segment 2: tier-1 consulting practices, banks and fintech firms with significant
prompt-engineering hiring in 2026.

# Employer Segment Roles they hire (CPE-track names)

13 Accenture (AI Practice) Consulting Prompt Engineer · AI Content Strategist · AI Trainer

14 Deloitte AI Institute Consulting Prompt Engineer · AI Automation Specialist

15 BCG X Consulting Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer

16 McKinsey QuantumBlack Consulting Prompt Engineer · AI Trainer

17 EY (Technology Consulting) Consulting AI Automation Specialist · AI Trainer

18 PwC AI Practice Consulting Prompt Engineer · AI Content Strategist

19 JPMorgan Chase Bank Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer · AI Trainer

20 Goldman Sachs Bank Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer

21 Morgan Stanley Bank Prompt Engineer · AI Trainer

22 Bank of America Bank Conv. AI Designer · AI Automation Specialist

23 Stripe Fintech Prompt Engineer · LLM Developer · AI Trainer

24 Block (Square) Fintech Prompt Engineer · Conv. AI Designer

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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TOP EMPLOYERS · 3/4

Top employers · SaaS & enterprise software

Segment 3: SaaS leaders, e-commerce platforms and enterprise software firms shipping AI
features at scale.

# Employer Segment Roles they hire (CPE-track names)

25 Salesforce SaaS Prompt Engineer · Conv. AI Designer · AI Trainer

26 ServiceNow SaaS Prompt Engineer · AI Automation Specialist

27 Atlassian SaaS Prompt Engineer · AI Copywriter · Conv. AI Designer

28 Notion SaaS Prompt Engineer · AI Content Strategist

29 HubSpot SaaS AI Copywriter · AI Content Strategist · Prompt Engineer

30 Adobe SaaS Prompt Engineer · AI Copywriter · Conv. AI Designer

Segment-4 employers (agencies & specialist firms) aren't named here for brevity but represent ~22% of
the 4,200 jobs — short-cycle prompt-engineering work across marketing agencies, AI-first startups, and
specialist consultancies.

Recurring patterns across the 30 employer profiles

● The Prompt Engineer role appears in every employer's hiring list — it's the central role.

● Frontier-AI firms hire AI Trainer roles more than any other segment (red-teaming + RLHF programs).

● Banks hire LLM Developer + Prompt Engineer most; Conv. AI Designer for retail-side customer comms.

● SaaS firms hire AI Copywriter + Conv. AI Designer more than other segments (their product surfaces are
text-heavy).

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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SCREENING PATTERNS

How the top 30 employers actually screen

Across the 30 firms profiled, hiring screens cluster around a consistent shape — even though
job titles vary widely.

Stage What employers actually look at

1 · Resume / ATS scan Keywords from the page-12 list. CPE credential. Visible capstone link.

2 · Recruiter screen 30-minute call. Tell-me-about-yourself + 2–3 role-fit questions.

3 · Practical exercise Take-home prompt-engineering task. Usually 90 minutes; auto-scored or rubric-scored.

4 · Technical interview Walk through your capstone artifact. Discuss eval design, failure modes, controls.

5 · Behavioural interview STAR-format questions on cross-functional collaboration and ambiguity.

6 · Case-study round “Design a prompt strategy for X scenario.” Whiteboard or written submission.

7 · Final / hiring-manager Vision alignment, comp negotiation, final reference check.

The credential clears stages 1–2 fastest. The capstone clears stages 3–4. Together they get you to the
late-stage rounds where offers actually get made.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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REQUIRED SKILLS

Required skills · ATS keyword list

Top 25 skills mentioned across the 4,200+ USA prompt-engineering JDs. Drop these into your
resume verbatim where they describe real work you've shipped.

Category Keywords (drop these in verbatim)

Prompt patterns zero-shot · few-shot · chain-of-thought · system prompt · prompt chaining · ReAct

Eval craft gold set · refusal correctness · grounding eval · LLM-as-judge · regression suite

Model fluency GPT · Claude · Gemini · Llama · Mistral · open-weight · context window · tokenization

Frameworks & tools LangChain · LlamaIndex · Semantic Kernel · OpenAI API · Anthropic API · Vercel AI SDK

RAG & retrieval vector store · embeddings · semantic search · re-ranking · hybrid retrieval

Safety & controls prompt injection · output filter · hallucination · grounding · disclosure · audit trail

Workflow / automation Zapier · Make · n8n · function calling · structured output · JSON schema

Conversational design intent · entity · slot · fallback · escalation · persona · voice · multi-turn

Content patterns brief · style guide · tone of voice · localization · A/B testing · content QA

Credentials CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer · GSDC · vendor-neutral · 100+ countries

The two-part rule: (1) every keyword should appear where it describes a real thing you shipped. (2) When a
JD repeats a phrase from this list, use the same phrase verbatim in your cover note. That's how the ATS and
the human both pass you forward.

[50% OFF]HALF-PRICE CERTIFICATION

Same credential, same exam — at half the cost
All 17 modules, hands-on labs, the live cohort, sample exams and the recognized digital badge — at fifty percent off.

Claim My 50% Discount → Tap anywhere on this card →

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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RESUME BULLETS

Resume bullet templates · prompt-anchored

Six battle-tested bullet templates you can adapt. Each follows verb · what you shipped · with
what tools · with what evidence — the anatomy USA prompt-engineering recruiters read for.

# Bullet template (adapt the [bracketed] parts)

1
Authored and versioned a [N]-prompt library covering [domain]; refusal-correctness and grounding evals against
a [M]-scenario gold set.

2
Ran [K] prompt experiments using [GPT / Claude / Gemini]; shipped winners through a release process with
[X%] task-completion uplift.

3 Designed a structured-output JSON schema for [use case]; reduced downstream error rate by [Y%].

4
Built a [chat / RAG / automation] flow integrating [LangChain / Zapier] with [OpenAI API / Anthropic API];
deployed behind feature flag.

5 Owned eval design for [N] prompt-driven features: gold sets, LLM-as-judge scoring, drift monitoring.

6
Authored AI-use disclosure copy and prompt-injection defence test set for [product / feature]; approved by
[security / legal].

Three anti-patterns to delete from your resume

● “Used ChatGPT for X” — too vague. Replace with the specific prompt strategy + the eval evidence.

● “AI experience” — too generic. Name the framework, the prompt count and the deliverable.

● “Familiar with LLMs” — too passive. Name what you designed, built, owned.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Interview question bank · part 1 of 3

Questions 1–18: recruiter screen and technical interview. Practice these out loud before the
real conversation.

# Question pattern Stage

1 Tell me about your prompt-engineering background in 90 seconds. Screen

2 Why this role at this company specifically? Screen

3 What's a recent prompt-engineering project you're proud of? Screen

4 What's your salary expectation for this role? Screen

5 Walk me through your capstone artifact end-to-end. Technical

6 How do you decide between zero-shot, few-shot and chain-of-thought? Technical

7 How would you design a gold-set eval for a customer-service chatbot? Technical

8 What's the trade-off between fine-tuning and prompt engineering? Technical

9 How do you ground an LLM response in a controlled document store (RAG)? Technical

10 What's prompt injection? Name three defences. Technical

11 How would you structure a system prompt for a regulated-industry product? Technical

12 Walk me through token cost & latency budgeting for a chat feature. Technical

13 What's the difference between hallucination and groundedness? Technical

14 How would you version-control prompts across a product? Technical

15 Compare GPT-4-class, Claude-Sonnet-class and Llama-class for a given task. Technical

16 How would you debug a prompt that suddenly stopped working after a model update? Technical

17 What's LLM-as-judge? When does it fail? Technical

18 How do you design refusal-correctness evaluations? Technical

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Interview question bank · part 2 of 3

Questions 19–36: behavioural and case-study rounds. STAR format is the recommended
answer shape for behavioural items.

# Question pattern Stage

19 Tell me about a time you shipped under ambiguity. Behavioural

20 Tell me about a conflict with an engineer or PM. Behavioural

21 Describe a project that failed. What did you learn? Behavioural

22 Tell me about a time you pushed back on a stakeholder. Behavioural

23 How do you decide what to deprioritise? Behavioural

24 Describe a time you escalated a safety / ethics concern. Behavioural

25 How do you stay current on prompt engineering? Behavioural

26 Describe how you'd onboard your first 30 days. Behavioural

27 Design a prompt strategy for a customer-service tool with 60% accuracy. Case

28 Plan an eval program for a 50-prompt content portfolio. Case

29 Migrate a feature from GPT-4-class to a smaller open-weight model. Case

30 Reduce hallucination in an enterprise-search feature by 50%. Case

31 Design AI-use disclosure for a banking copilot. Case

32 Cut latency from 3s to 800ms on a chat feature. Case

33 Build a prompt-injection defence test set in one week. Case

34 Train a small open-weight model to match an enterprise spec. Case

35 Wire 3 SaaS tools together with LLM nodes in an automation. Case

36 Stand up a conversational AI design for a healthcare triage tool. Case

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Interview question bank · part 3 of 3

Questions 37–52: hiring-manager round, leadership scenarios and frequent curveballs. The
last 5 items are the questions readers most often report having no answer ready for.

# Question pattern Stage

37 What's your 3-year vision for prompt engineering as a discipline? Hiring mgr

38 What's your strongest opinion about LLM-as-judge? Hiring mgr

39 Where would you push back on this role's current scope? Hiring mgr

40 What does success in your first 6 months look like? Hiring mgr

41 Tell me about a time you mentored someone on prompt craft. Leadership

42 How would you set up a prompt library for a 50-engineer team? Leadership

43 How would you onboard a non-coder into the prompt-eng team? Leadership

44 How would you measure the team's quarterly impact? Leadership

45 How would you advise execs on AI / prompt strategy in 1 slide? Leadership

46 Why aren't you in a more technical role? Curveball

47 How would your last manager describe your weakness? Curveball

48 Why is your last role so short? Curveball

49 Walk us through an example where you got prompt design wrong. Curveball

50 If AGI happened tomorrow — what would your role become? Curveball

51 What's the best generative-AI book you've read? Curveball

52 Why GSDC's CPE specifically? Curveball

[48 HOURS ONLY]OFFER VALID FOR 48 HOURS

Your 50% offer expires in 48 hours
This discount bracket runs for 48 hours from the moment you opened the report. Don't let these 4,200 jobs stay theoretical.

Activate Offer Now → Tap anywhere on this card →

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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ANSWER FRAMEWORK

How to answer the behavioural & case
questions

Two frameworks cover most of the 52 interview questions. STAR for behavioural items. PASS
for case-study items. Practice each out loud before the real conversation.

STAR · for behavioural items

Letter What you do Time budget

S · Situation Set the scene in two sentences. Stakes, team, deadline. 15 sec

T · Task What was your specific job — not the team's. 10 sec

A · Action Three bullets of what you did. Verb-first. 60 sec

R · Result Quantified outcome + the lesson learned. 15 sec

PASS · for case-study items

Letter What you do Time budget

P · Problem Restate the problem in your own words; confirm scope. 20 sec

A · Assumptions Name 3–5 assumptions you'll make. 30 sec

S · Solution Two or three concrete steps, with the rationale. 120 sec

S · Success How you'd measure it. Evals, metrics, milestones. 30 sec

Stakes: hiring teams report that candidates who explicitly use a framework (“Let me use STAR here…”)
score higher than candidates who improvise — even when the content is similar. Framework signals
discipline.

https://www.gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
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SYLLABUS

The 17-module CPE syllabus · part 1 of 2

Modules 1–9. Phase, key topics, and the role variants that draw most heavily on each module.

# Module Phase Most-used by

M01 Prompt-engineering foundations Foundations All 9 roles

M02 LLM capabilities & limits Foundations All 9 roles

M03 Zero-shot, few-shot & CoT patterns Core skills All 9 roles

M04 System prompts & persona design Core skills PE · Conv AI · Trainer

M05 Prompt template libraries & versioning Core skills PE · LLM Dev · Strategist

M06 Structured outputs & JSON schemas Core skills PE · LLM Dev · Auto Spec

M07 Function calling & tool use Core skills LLM Dev · Auto Spec

M08 RAG · retrieval & embeddings Core skills LLM Dev · PE

M09 Eval design · gold sets & rubrics Core skills All 9 roles

The first 9 modules cover the prompt-engineering core. Every role in this report draws on M01–M03 +
M09. The other modules cluster by track.
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SYLLABUS

The 17-module CPE syllabus · part 2 of 2

# Module Phase Most-used by

M10 LLM-as-judge & automated evals Core skills PE · LLM Dev · Strategist

M11 Hallucination, grounding & truthfulness Core skills All 9 roles

M12 Safety, abuse & injection defence Build & ship All 9 roles

M13 Conversational AI design patterns Build & ship Conv AI · Copywriter

M14 AI content strategy & QA Build & ship Strategist · Copywriter · Writing

M15
Automation workflows (Zapier · Make ·
n8n)

Build & ship Auto Spec · ChatGPT Spec

M16 Cost, latency & production ops Build & ship PE · LLM Dev

M17 Capstone, exam prep & viva Capstone All 9 roles

Role-to-module quick reference

Role Core modules to focus on

Prompt Engineer M01–M12, M16, M17

AI Content Strategist M01–M05, M09–M11, M14, M17

LLM Developer M01–M12, M15, M16, M17

AI Copywriter M01–M05, M11, M13, M14, M17

Conversational AI Designer M01–M05, M11–M13, M17

AI Automation Specialist M01–M03, M06–M09, M12, M15, M17

ChatGPT Specialist M01–M05, M11, M12, M14, M15, M17

AI Trainer M01–M05, M09–M12, M17

AI Writing Specialist M01–M05, M11, M13, M14, M17
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EXAM

Exam details

The CPE exam tests application across the 17 modules and the role-specific tracks. Same
exam for all 9 role variants — the credential moves with you regardless of which seat you land.

Item Detail

Credential code CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer

Format Multiple-choice + scenario items + applied mini-case

Items Approx. 70–90 items

Duration Approx. 90–120 minutes

Open book No · closed-book online proctored

Passing line Set by GSDC psychometric review · communicated at booking

Retake policy Retakes allowed per the GSDC retake policy

Validity Lifetime credential · refresh recommended every 2 years

Recognition Recognized in 100+ countries

Money-back 7-day money-back guarantee per the GSDC refund policy

Sample exam item · case-study format

Q. A bank deploys an LLM-backed customer-service tool. Within 48 hours, users report the tool occasionally
invents account-balance numbers. Which intervention addresses the root cause most directly?

  A. Lower the temperature to 0.
  B. Switch to a larger model.
  C. Ground answers in a retrieval layer that reads from the source-of-truth balance system.
  D. Add a prompt instructing the model to be truthful.

Answer: C  ·  Numbers must come from the system of record; the model frames, the data store states.

[50% OFF]NO CODING REQUIRED

The prompt engineering credential for non-coders
6 of the 9 prompt-engineering tracks don't require Python. CPE is designed for writers, designers, marketers and ops people
too.

Start No-Code Path → Tap anywhere on this card →
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CERTIFICATE

Sample certificate

Below is a stylised preview of the digital certificate issued on completion. The live certificate is
dated, individually numbered, and accompanied by a verifiable digital badge you can share on
LinkedIn, your CV and email signature.

SAMPLE

GLOBAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Certificate of Achievement
This is to certify that

[ Candidate Name ]
has successfully completed the certification examination for

Certified Prompt Engineer
CREDENTIAL CODE · CPE

Date of Issue

[ DD / MM / YYYY ]

GSDC
CERTIFIED

Authorized Signature

GSDC Examination Board

Verify at gsdcouncil.org/verify   ·   Credential ID: GSDC-CPE-XXXXXX

Verification: every certificate is independently verifiable at gsdcouncil.org/verify using the credential ID printed on the certificate.
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CHECKLIST

Printable interview-prep checklist

Print this page. Tick the boxes before any USA prompt-engineering interview. The first three
sections are shared across all 9 roles; the last differs by row.

Section A · Vocabulary & framing
I can define prompt engineering in 60 seconds without notes.
I can name 5 prompt patterns and pick the right one per scenario.
I have a worked example of grounding via retrieval.
I know my target role from the 9-role taxonomy.

Section B · Evals & safety
I can size a gold set and walk through my refusal-correctness evals.
I can name 3 prompt-injection defences in 3 specific layers.
I can describe LLM-as-judge with one failure mode.
I have grounding strategy ready for one real use case.

Section C · Capstone & portfolio
I have a working capstone artifact I can share by link.
I have the capstone exec summary memorized in 90 seconds.
I have 5 named deliverables I can reference by name.
I have the CPE credential and badge live on LinkedIn before the conversation.

Section D · Role-specific (your row only)
Prompt Engineer — prompt library + eval set + experiment write-up ready.
AI Content Strategist — content brief + style guide + QA rubric ready.
LLM Developer — RAG / chat / automation artifact with citation + eval ready.
AI Copywriter — 5 polished work samples with the prompt-+-revision trail.
Conv AI Designer — flow diagram + fallback + escalation paths ready.
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PITFALLS

Common pitfalls in a USA prompt-engineering
job search

Eight pitfalls account for most of the “I credentialled but didn't land” messages. Knowing each
in advance is half the protection.

Pitfall How to avoid it

Vague resume bullets Use the templates on page 13. Verb · what · tools · evidence.

No capstone
Ship one. Even a 30-prompt library with refusal evals reads stronger than “course
completed.”

No eval evidence Always mention your gold set, your eval harness and your refusal-correctness work.

Tool partisanship Vendor-neutral patterns. Talk through GPT, Claude and Gemini trade-offs.

Skipping safety vocabulary Memorize prompt injection, output filters, escalation. Name them on demand.

Targeting wrong role
Match your background to one of the 9 roles (page 3) before applying. Don't apply
broadly.

Ignoring the ATS Use the keyword list on page 12 verbatim where it describes real work.

Not naming the credential “CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer” should appear in your LinkedIn headline.
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EMPLOYER VIEW

The employer view in 2026

Hiring teams across the 30 firms profiled in this report screen against a consistent shape, even
when their JDs read very differently. CPE moves the needle before the interview — at the
stages where most candidates get filtered out.

Stage How CPE moves the needle

Recruiter screen A globally recognized credential reduces the “unknown candidate” discount on shortlists.

ATS filter CPE + canonical prompt-engineering keywords lifts you past automated keyword scans.

First call “Tell me about your prompt-engineering work” has a credible answer: the capstone.

Technical interview Eval mindset and safety vocabulary shine in the hiring-manager rubric.

Late-stage / panel Your portfolio of prompt + eval artifacts gives you 5+ named deliverables to defend.

Offer / band placement Salary anchored against demonstrated capability, not gut figures.

[50% OFF]REMOTE-FRIENDLY ROLES

Land a remote prompt-engineering role
58% of mapped roles are remote or hybrid in 2026. The credential plus the capstone is the resume signal recruiters open
first.

Get Remote-Ready → Tap anywhere on this card →
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FAQ

Frequently asked questions

Question Short answer

Do I need to code to do this credential?
No — 6 of the 9 roles don't require coding. CPE is designed for both
coders and non-coders.

Where do the 4,200+ figure and salary bands
come from?

Aggregated USA postings + Glassdoor as of May 2026. Use the bands
directionally.

How long does CPE realistically take? Typically 8–10 weeks at 5–7 focused hours per week.

Can I switch roles after the credential?
Yes. All 9 roles share the same core modules. Pivot anytime by
adjusting your capstone.

Is the credential globally recognized? Yes — recognized in 100+ countries; 250,000+ certified community.

What about agentic AI and generative AI
roles?

See AAIPC (agentic) and CGAIP (general generative AI). CPE is the
prompt-engineering specialism.

Are the salary bands guaranteed?
No. Bands are indicative USA major-metro 2026, before bonus and
equity. Use directionally.

What about entry-level / no-experience
readers?

Yes — CPE is designed for both upskillers and beginners. The
capstone substitutes for prior experience.

What if I fail the exam?
Retakes allowed per the GSDC retake policy. Two sample exams +
mock viva included.

What if the program isn't a fit? GSDC offers a 7-day money-back guarantee per its refund policy.
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FAMILY

Sister credentials in the GSDC AI family

CPE is the prompt-engineering specialism credential. Several sister credentials sit alongside it
— many readers stack them over time as their career evolves.

Credential What it adds Typical reader

CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer
Prompt-craft specialism: 17 modules covering
the 9-role taxonomy in this report.

Anyone writing or evaluating
prompts at production scale.

CGAIP · Certified Generative AI
Professional

Foundation generative-AI credential covering
the 6-chapter story arc.

Anyone working with or
around generative AI.

AAIPC · Certified Agentic AI
Professional

Specialism: multi-step agents, tool surfaces,
agent ops, agent safety.

Engineers / PMs on
autonomous agentic
systems.

CGAIPM · Generative AI in Project
Management

Specialism: how PMs run projects with
generative AI in the loop.

Project managers in any
function.

The typical stacking pattern: CPE first (the most accessible), then CGAIP or AAIPC depending on your
direction. The credentials compound when stacked.
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GETTING STARTED

How to start this week

Five moves to take this week — even before you enroll — that line up your prompt-engineering
search around the report.

Move What you do Time

1 · Pick your role Match your background to one of the 9 roles on pages 3–4. 15 min

2 · Sketch your capstone Pick the deliverable shape that matches your target role. 15 min

3 · Update LinkedIn
keywords

Add 8–10 keywords from page 12 verbatim where they describe real
work.

30 min

4 · Identify 5 target
employers

Pick 5 firms from the page-8–10 list. Note one role at each. 20 min

5 · Block your weekly
study slot

Block 5–7 hours per week for the CPE pathway over 8–10 weeks. 5 min

By the time you start Module 1, you already know your role, your capstone shape, your target employers
and your weekly anchor. The program accelerates everything else.

[50% OFF]NEXT COHORT INTAKE

Join the next CPE cohort intake
Daily live sessions, peer cohort, capstone shipped end-to-end. Move from report reader to enrolled candidate in under two
minutes.

Join the Next Cohort → Tap anywhere on this card →
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ENROLLMENT

Land one of the 4,200

You've read the role map, the salary bands, the employer profiles, the question bank and the
syllabus. The next step is starting Module 1. Access opens immediately; your cohort is
assigned within 24 hours.

Step What happens

1 · Click any CTA in this report You land on the official CPE program page.

2 · Apply your offer at checkout Your 50% discount is auto-applied within the offer window.

3 · Complete enrolment
Your access details, cohort schedule and mentor introduction arrive in your
inbox.

4 · Start Module 1 Open the GSDC Live Studio and begin the 8–10 week pathway.

Direct contact

Program page: gsdcouncil.org/certification-program/prompt-engineering-certification-for-ai-jobs
Issuing body: Global Skill Development Council (GSDC)
Recognition: 100+ countries · 250,000+ certified
Credential code: CPE · Certified Prompt Engineer

[50% OFF]GLOBALLY RECOGNIZED

A credential recognized in 100+ countries
USA hiring teams scan globally. Add a recognized GSDC credential to your LinkedIn, CV and recruiter screens — at half the
standard fee.

Get Certified Globally → Tap anywhere on this card →

Thank you for reading the USA Hiring Report. We'll see you inside Module 1 — and soon after, inside one of the 4,200.
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